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works, maintain village schools, and manage fuel
and fodder reserves.

(4)   That District and Sub District Boards should have
a substantial majority of elected members.

(5)   That Municipal Councils should have a substan-
tial majority of elected members and should ordi-
narily elect non-official Chairmen.

These were important recommendations, entirely con-
sistent with Romesh Dutt's line of thinking. They did not
amount to any recognisable measure of self-government, but
that was to be a political decision, outside the purview of
the Decentralisation Commission. The Commission's re-
commendations, however, provided for association of the
people and their representatives at the levels of District and
Village administration. This was a step in the right direc-
tion, though one can claim that it did not go far enough.
Romesh Dutt would have personally liked to go further, but
the official climate at the time did not permit longer steps
to be taken. Even within the limits of feasibility, Romesh
Dutt had his differences with the majority of the members
of the Commission. He differed from them in particular
on the following issues :

(1) The majority of the Commission members did not
consider it necessary to have an Advisory Council attached
to the District Officer to help him to administer the District.
Romesh Dutt was strongly in favour of such a Council, for
he felt that the one-man rule in the District was the cause
of much, discontent in India.

Romesh Dutt felt very strongly on this issue. In a
letter to the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal that he wrote
in April 1909, he stated his position frankly :

"In district administration we get no active help from
the people; even when we are trying to repress crime and